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2020 Prayer Challenge

Will you accept the 2020 Prayer Challenge? We desperately need God’s power, and His power only
comes when His people pray. We are seeking prayer warriors who will commit to both private and corpo-
rate prayer in 2020. We need faithful people to set aside 20 minutes each week for personal time with
God, and commit to 20 public prayer meetings during the year. It’s really not that much. In fact, you prob-
ably already do even more than that! But, we just want to do it together as a church, and be intentional
about it. We have our traditional prayer meeting on Sunday evenings, and one year ago, we introduced an
additional prayer service on Monday evenings. At that time, | wrote this in the Pastor’s Paragraph:

“When | study the powerful prayers in the Bible, | am amazed at how brief they are! Do you remember
the story of the prophet Elijah on top of Mount Carmel? After the priests of Baal embarrassed themselves
all day long pleading with their impotent god, Elijah called out to the Almighty Jehovah. He prayed 63
words. | read it out loud in less than 20 seconds. After that mini-prayer, the fire of God fell from heaven
consuming the sacrifice, the water, and the stone itself! The greatest miracle that Jesus did in the New Tes-
tament was the resurrection of Lazarus. Jesus stood by the grave where Lazarus’s body had been decom-
posing for four days. He prayed a simple prayer of 37 words. It took me about 10 seconds to read it out
loud. That 10-second prayer unleashed the power of God, breathing new life into a rotting corpse. Theo-
logically speaking, Jesus didn’t even have to pray at all. As the Son of God, He is omnipotent, able to raise
the dead on His own. But He was giving us an example. The apostles followed His example! In Acts 4, Pe-
ter and John had been arrested and threatened not to preach about Jesus any more. When they were re-
leased, they had a prayer meeting. Their prayer was a little bit longer. It took me 45 seconds to read it out
loud. At the end of their prayer meeting, “the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.” (Acts 4:31)

There is a reason that these prayers were brief. Elijah had been walking and talking with God for a long
time! Elijah was a man of fervent prayer. No doubt, he had been praying all day while he watched the
prophets of Baal make fools of themselves! Elijah’s 20-second prayer was just the visible tip of the ice-burg.
Under the surface, He had a life-long foundation of prayer. Of course, the same is true of Jesus. The Son of
God has eternally existed in perfect unity with the Father. So, His 10-second prayer by the graveside of His
friend was just for the people standing by. In fact, that is exactly what He said in His prayer! “Because of
the people who are standing by | said this, that they may believe that You sent me.” (John 11:42-43) The
disciples in Acts 4 had walked and talked with Jesus for three years! At the time of their persecution, they
did not need a lengthy prayer meeting. They needed God’s power to preach!”

So, that’s what the 2020 Prayer Challenge is all about. You quietly and consistently spend time with God
and His praying people. Then, when God moves, you are ready. We are trusting that God will move in big
ways in 2020, and that we will have an army of prayer warriors who are prayed up and ready! ~Pastor
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