Pastor’'s Paragraph
Fallen Heroe§——— — — — — — — — —

We definitely remember and admire fallen heroes. We have nothing but profound grati-
tude for soldiers who go off to battle and pay the ultimate price in defense of our na-
tion. We honor police officers who are killed in the line of duty. We extol the brave fire-
fighters who rush into a burning building and do not return. These are truly fallen he-
roes. But, that is not the kind of hero that I am writing about today. The Bible has a lot of
stories about a different kind of fallen hero. The Bible gives us many accounts of brave
and godly men of faith who obeyed God in spite of overwhelming circumstances. Yet, the
Bible gives us the entire truth. It does not hide reality. The same men of integrity and
faith also turn out to be fallen sinners. Yes, they are heroes of the faith, but they are fall-
en heroes, stained by sinful choices.

Noah is one example. He is described as a “just man, perfect in his generations” who
“walked with God.” (Genesis 6:9) The Bible informs us that Noah “found grace in the eyes
of the Lord.” (Genesis 6:8) Noah believed God and faithfully obeyed God for over 100
years against all odds. His obedience saved his family, and really saved all of humanity
from extinction! Yet, after all of His faithful obedience, Noah sinned against God and
failed his family. The Biblical narrative informs us that Noah became a farmer, planted a
vineyard, drank the wine, became drunk, and then became uncovered in his tent. (Genesis
9:20-21) It starts out pretty innocently. Being a farmer is a wonderful God-given profes-
sion. Planting a vineyard is honorable work. But, what starts off innocently, quickly de-
scends into drunkenness and nakedness. Reading between the lines, it appears that Noah
neglected his family when they needed him the most. Instead of rising to the occasion
and being a father and grandfather to his family, he retreated into his work and drowned
out his conscience with wine. This hero of the faith fell hard!

I wish all of the heroes in the Bible had perfect records of obedience to God. I wish our
leaders today were men and women of unquestioned honesty and integrity. Alas, it has
never been so. Even the greatest examples had moments of failure. It is a constant re-
minder to all of us. Do not put your faith and trust in any man or woman. Keep your fo-
cus upon our Savior. Jesus is the only Hero who will not disappoint you. He is a fallen he-
ro because He died for your sin. He is an unfallen hero because He remains forever sin-
less, our pure and holy . ... Savior! ~Pastor
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