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To Know Him and Make Him Known”
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The Offense of the Gospel

Every generation experiences some despair when the next generation comes along. We tend to
suspect that the new generation is ill-prepared, not quite ready to be the kind of husband/wife, father/
mother, worker, or citizen that they should be. "My generation is bad enough, but the younger gener-
ation is even worse!" It is a common thought from every parent and grandparent. Still, it is rather
disconcerting to witness what is happening on college campuses these days. There seems to be an
entire generation of pampered, sheltered kids who do not know how to overcome hardship or face ad-
versity. The dictionary is growing thicker as new words and phrases are being
coined. "Microagression" is a term that describes seemingly innocent gestures that are taken as of-
fensive by the victim of the microagression. A raised eyebrow, a tone of voice, or a disapproving
glance can be forms of microagression. In other words, the "victim" has never faced real aggression,
5o he has to invent an invisible form of victimization. "Trigger Warnings" are used to warn the poor,
unsuspecting victim that they may encounter an idea or a word that offends them. "Safe Spaces" are
created where students can be free from any words or thoughts that they may find offensive. No op-
posing ideas are allowed in a safe space! As a result of perceived offenses, students are marching
and making absurd demands, college presidents and professors are being forced to resign, and the
universities are becoming the opposite of what they should be. The campus was supposed to be the
place where competing ideas could be freely exchanged and debated. But, now only the approved
(safe!) ideas are taught. And, no competition is allowed, because that might offend someone.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is not a safe idea. College students would definitely need a trigger
warning before reading the Bible! The Gospel is not a microagression, it is a macroagression! The
gospel boldly confronts the sinner and leaves no safe space. Jesus warned us, "Do not think that 1
came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. For I have come to set a
man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-
law’; and a man’s enemies will be those of his own household." (Matthew 10:34-36) The Gospel
challenges, divides, and brings clarity. Paul echoed the words of Jesus, "but we preach Christ cruci-
fied, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, but to those who are called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God." (1 Corinthians 1:23-24) Jesus
left the glory of heaven to live and walk among men. He faced real opposition, persecution, torture,
and death. He bore the sins of the world as he was crucified on the cross. And now, He calls sinners
to accept His salvation and to be transformed by His grace. The word "sin" has been banned from
schools for many years. The gospel is not allowed on campus. But, to those who believe, it is the
power of God to salvation. The World has nothing even close to offer the sinner, so it just bans the
truth. Fortunately, the life-changing power of the Gospel cannot be contained! ~Pastor
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