Pastor’s Paragraph
Christians in a Post-Christian Culture

It can indeed be very distressing for Christians to watch helplessly as our culture plummets
into godlessness. When our nation recognizes gay marriage and jails a Christian clerk who re-
fuses to issue a license, we wonder how long God’s mercy will endure before His judgment
comes. Until then, Christians are left to contemplate how best to live for God in the midst of an
increasingly immoral and hostile environment. Although it is distressing to us, it is most defi-
nitely not distressing to God. The New Testament was written to believers who lived in a per-
verse world with animosity against Christians. Every apostle found himself on the wrong side
of the law. Admittedly, it is difficult to know when to take a stand. I am not entirely certain
when a Christian should make the transition from being a good citizen to engaging in civil diso-
bedience, refusing to comply with unrighteous laws. Kim Davis made that decision in Ken-
tucky, and she went to jail. I'm not sure I would have done it that way, but in retrospect, I'm
glad that she made that stand. She forced the issue, and publicly displayed just how oppressive
the law i1s. In times like this, we need constant dependence upon the Holy Spirit.

I remember getting glow-in-the-dark stickers when I was a kid. If you hold them close to a
light source for a long time, then the phosphorescent material would absorb the light and really
glow brightly when the lights went out. I stuck the little stars and planets on the ceiling of my
bedroom. I wouldn’t pay much attention to them during the day, but at bedtime, they were the
only thing that could be seen in the darkness. Nobody pays any attention to Kim Davis when
the laws are consistent with her belief. But,
when the immoral and godless laws are forced
upon her, she is suddenly the center of a atten-
tion. She illustrates for us exactly what Chris-
tians need in a corrupt world. Christians should
be like phosphorescent stickers, absorbing the
light of Christ and then shining that light into a
dark world. As the darkness around us gets
more intense, we need to draw closer to Christ.
And, we need to spend more time in His pres-
ence. As it gets darker and darker, the world
will not be able to avert its gaze from the Chris-
tians that are aglow with God’s truth. ~Pastor
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